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Vocabulary, Hnuns. Prnnouns, Adjectives & More
CARDINAL NUMBERS ORDINAL NUMBERS

We=e er 33 letiers in the Russian alphabet. Two of * o ullother cases, the noun following is in the plural * Ordinal mumbers function as adjéctives, agreeing in
W, the Band and spft signs, have no sounds of their (mEyM DEBYIIKAM; O JEYX AEEVITKAX), gender, cise and number with their nouns.
Bt af¥ect the wity the consonant preceding them - The only exception is in the accusative: * In compound numbers, onty the fast digitaakes the
pemcexd. Ried toxt imdicaies siressed vowel, * If the noun is inanimate, its form will be the form of an ordinal: fverty s = anumam. neprkii;
P {em) same as the nominative, otherwise the ane thosand three hundred fifty third = Teicgua
C (ess) secusative form s the same as the genitive. TPHCTE A NECAT N PEacy
T (teh) * Adjectives following o will be in the plural; [epEkLi 15th  neraasuET
¥ (o0) agreeing with their pouns: i gender and case lath  wecTramuaTE
@ (efi) form: QBa XOPOUIAE MATETRRL, O IRV NOPOI ITth  cesumanuaTLif
X (kha) JERYIIKAX. é 18ith. BocesmmaTIAi

U (tseh) . 19th
¥ (choh) Three, Four: 20th

11 (shah Have one form (for each cise) thit encompasses 10th
\ ) masculine, feminine and neater; in the ominative A0tk
1 {S!E'hﬂ?] E A case, the noun following is m the genitive singular S0h
:i;:’:;r:]” znak = hard sign) (TPH YLNDBEER; YCTRIPE RCHUTHHEL, B0t
E L . Tnall othver cazes, the noun following is in the plaral OFHHAIIATER Tith
b (mjakhkij znak =s0ft sign) (TpeM BeByIIEAM; O HETHIPEX CTYICHTAX), JIBEHIIATIH S0th
2 (eh) As with two, the only exception is in the accusative; TRHEATAEL 9iith
O (you) I IF ihve noun &s inanimate, its form will be the same as gerupragurrai  100th corsi
A (yuh) the nominative,
Otherwise the accusative form is the same as the

Fephic Rules enitive. B MONTHS AND DAYS
= Aflér a i, %, and wn use only'a (Aever s y Adjectives fﬂ!lmwl?gnm,.rhme unqjaﬂrmliltln the DF THE WEER
(ever ol W (never W) ofter K, ©, x. plural, agreging with their nouns in gender and case:
« Afer w uee only & (mever 1); ¥ (never w0); o FEYM XOPRITHIEINE JIEBYIIRANM, TRH DOMBIE CTVICHTR. f July ML
Enever &5 when siressed, u is Teptaced by & nor : . Augusl HETYCT
o may follow a Ifl':IE thrnlr.lgh tTw:r“hw b . Seplember  cenmtps
J ave one form {.m: case) that encompasses Otlob P
: | ;n;al::ulhun:, {emmm!“:ﬁ n:utnr; the noun November  HonGps
CARD ollowing is always in ural: mATh CTYIEHTOR, T A et e
INAL NUMBERS ¥ WECTH ACHYINCK, O CCMI ENHTAY. op
Adjectives following fve through neentr will be in T‘l'l:umday b
the plural, agreeing with thetr nouns 1o gender and Friday AT
COYES INTh GOARUIHE ETYACHTON, ARUTIITIE X0 Patim Saturday  cySGora
JERYIIERM,

16 mecTHALATE
17 cesmaanarn
18 pocesuanuaTs
19 aeasrsaiuaTs
20 jeaguarh 8| Twenty One, etc.:
30 TpumiaTe » Follows the patterns for ane, two, tree and four, five
40 ol W fows the rules -

iy Rk greates; e -brEaREEOS I i o The first letter of the first word in a semtence 18
50 nRTRAECAT one; twenly two through twenty four, the mles for always capitalized.
60 wecthaecaT o, three and four, twenty five through thirty, the With geographical names, streel nanmwes, names of
T ceMbiccaT rules for five and above. buildings, and institutions. only the descriptive
R0 BOCEMBLICCHT = . noun or adjective is copitalized: Terepivprexas
90 mesauveTD Collectives: obmacty, the Petersburg Districe, KpacHas mouoiaes,

o g + ofin (m. n.) and obe (£7 = ot amoe. o group of oo Red Sguare; Bonumodt Tearp, Soluhal Themrer.

100 ¢ro Tpoe, o group of threes meTnepo, a group of four; With the names of cities and countnes, the first
1000 Trrcsmia nurepo, o group of five; mectepo, o group of sic letter of each word is capitalized: Coetnnenunie

1000000 surummon ; e Irarw, the United Steves: Hwno-CaxaamHcx
LO0OO00.000 Munamaps SPNEDR. GBI G, DO, A.ETONP Of GENT, Yiezhno-Sakhalinsk.

ACHECTE, 0 gy of e, ARCRTERO, o group of ten. With holidays, historical events, etc., only the
Case Aeallge N descriptive noun or adjective is capitalized:
Nominative i (mi me (£) 1o Bg.iuluan‘&eqm§g|:m ant‘nu::_, the Gireat Patriotic
& Aot e an adjective, agresing in gender, number Genitive ey TR War/Wib' i1 Floowiii rou, New: Year.
AT ¥ J Unless they are the first word in a sentence, the
S Cmar Weith s noun. e, GIHI CTOT, one fable: Dative HEYM Tpim following are not capitalized: the personal pronoun
S T, ONE PR QOHG OKHO, dHe window, Accusglive = nonw of gen: = MOM. OF Zer (1), names of months, and days of the week
& The plwral frms, oo, oonnx, elc., are used: 1) to Instrumental  geym= TpeMA
samvey e notion of only (sing & pl.); 2) with Prepositional ey s
sosss alwans occurmning in the ploral; 3} to convey P T T

2= netwn of s 2 .
L b:oan.':;ln:wc -wmpe. ol i e (£) * There are three grammatical genders in Russian:
Two: Gamitive TETHPEX oGonx masculine, feminine und neuter.
= Twe Swme im the nominative, masculine/neuter Dative HETHPEM DbutM = When referming to people, the grammatical gender
== et feminine (1Be). Accusitive = nom.orgen. = nom. or gen. usually follows the biological sex.
* I b sosminative case, the noun. following is:in the Instromental  SeTHMpME ChOHMIL = All ather pouns are assigned gender based on their
Femihve sinpular (353 SeI0BEKD: G HOUEHHED), Preposinonal - werwapéx ohax endings i the nominative singular.
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GUiCKaLudy

NOUNS AND THEIR
DECLENSIONS

CASE SYSTEM

* Russian has six cases, smgular and ploral,

NOUNS AND THEIR
DECLENSIONS

- nominative: subject, predicate
- penitive: possession; witl prepositions and verbs;
phsence of something
dative: indirect object; with prepositions and verbs
- accusative: direct object; with prepositions
instrumental: cxpresses means or agent; with
prepositions amnd verbs
prepositional: with prepositions

ANINATE VS.
INANIMATE

* Russinn grammar distinguishes between  amivnale
(referring to people and animals) and - mamivaie
noons, pronouns, mumbers and adjectives.

= The genitive = secusative for masculine, animate
IS

= Russian distinguishes between singular and plural in
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and numbers

WORD ORDER

¢ Word onder in English is fixed; in Russian it 13 now
This does not mean, however. that words may be
flung together haphazardly.

* Some gencral rules of thumb ang:
= Simiple sentences nommally obey the same word onder

a5 in English: subject-verb-object! complement,

+ Mow sama paBOTAET HHAEHEPOM B XADLKDBE.
My mrothier works a5 an engineer in Khae Kow

* Bucpa 5 waran croxn Flyimenea. Yestendmy [
rced senie of Pushikin s poetry:

« If the subject and object cannot be distinguished
from ome another, the meaning 15 wnderstood o bo:
subject-verb-object.

Beaoe aaeaio NoEPLBACT Kpacoe.
Tl white banket covers the red ane.

Articles
* Russian Incks anicles.
- Word order can be utilized to the same end:
Crakan wa cTone.
The glass iv on the table,
Ha crone crasas.
G thie el s a plass.

NOUNS AND THEIR
DECLENSIONS

First Declension

» Consists of hoth suescaling and newter noens,

* The masculine nouns are those whose pominative
singnlar forms ending in a “hord” consonant (coon,
fable), o "ol consonant, e, 4 consonant followed
by the letter & (yurrens, feacher), of i (Gobl, baale).
The meuwter nouns are those whose nominative
singular forms end in -0 (seapo, bucker), -e (nome,
Sreld), or & (py#ag, gun),

The declensional patterns for the mascidine nouns of
the firse déclension:

YUHTENR Gt

VHHTENS (it ]
VURTE oo
varrenn (= () Goii (=N.)
YUITTEAEM Goam
YHHTenE 0 Boe; B B

YUITCASA Do
yumrensi Bogn

CTOAAM VOHTEIRM figots

cromia (= N.Y yameaeit (= G.) Gow (= N)
VAHTEIAME
X VT Honx

Thc duclcnsmnl pimmx[urdm newter nouns of the

CTONIMA Do

ETOmAN

E‘E%‘iéé

o Py ERIM
momi = N s (= N
THEIHALEL PYREBRMIT

onsx PAELAX

siapa (= N.)
BEIpahn
pEpax

mrrp0Z

Second Declension

» Consists of feminine gender nowns. whoss
nominative singular entling is either -8 {pyza, fand),
=0 (G, dath fouse) or <wm (e, fine).

» The :!Ie-c!-cnsml patterns: for second declpnsion

Gans
T
Gane
Ganse
Gaseei
Danc

YR Dann

PyR fiam i
Psas Ganam IHHAM
pyei (=M.} Gann (= M) ammmm (=N}
PYEAMN Ganwamn NHANHMN
pPykax fannx AHHIAY

Second declension alto contdging nouns that
objectively refer to male mdividuals.

When paired with adjectves, the adjectival
endings should reflect the Mofogical sex of the
individual: erapuiil pemvinks, old grondfacher;
weiodll xopotnii grns, oy goed acle

Other nouns moy. refer 1o either male or female
individuals, e.g. ysmmun, o clever person

MCFOAZEFCROA;

Third Declension

« Uonsists of feminiine pendir nouns whose nominative
singular endings are o “soft™ consonunt, Le., o
consonant followed by the leter & (crenm, st
Tehs, shode); or & + b (poss, rve), 4+ B (B0,
migfie), i # b(MEE, makse], 10F b (B, Hing),
The declensional pattemns for third declension nouns:
Singular

TCHE HPIE
TEHHN HIPH
TCHN BROPILL

TeHs (=M.)

TEHLID

TEHN

TEHN HAL

“
H
E
i1
]

Bpewa
RPEMEHE
HPEME
spen (= N}
BPEMEHEM
APEMEHH
ural

UPENEHIL
HPEMER
HPEMCHAM

BPEMCHIMH

BpEMCHL (= N,

s
HMEHn
JMEHE
s =M.}
MMCHEM
(LS

HMENR
HMEH
MCHIN

} umena = N.)
TMETHNH

NFPUQEIRCEO0Z

ApCMEHAX NIMEHTX

A segond proup of nouns, primarily neuter, have
been borrowed from other languages and wre nof
declimed: wnwo, movie theater; TRORTY, cwercos
seTpo, the Metro or sy, paano, rodio; rakes,
faxd; mueEn, whiskey, wode, coffee 15 masculing.

A third group of noins, representiig Ve
declersional patterns, have pluval forms ol Some
exumples are: nyxn, perfume; obon, wa.f&:ﬂp.er 0K,
eveglasses: penitive in -0R-¢8; Sepanaa, inh; nopora,
ares: A “gero” genitive, e no ending wosmmne.
selssors; mm, cabbage soue genitive m =g,

Personal Pronouns

Singular

(. me)

L |

MOCHA

e

MCHA

smnodf (Mo}
obo Mie
Singular
{Hiz)

OH

ero; ¥ Hern
EMY; K ECMY
eI HA Hero
HM; C HHM

O HEM
Singular
(it

OHL

CrD; ¥ HEro
£My, K HEMY
£ro; Hil HEPD
M C HHM
O HEM

RErTOZ

>O0Z

PEEOOZ

Plural  Singular Pleral
e, aes)  (voul (veni)
Mhl Thi
Hac T
Hits Tebe
Hac Tebs
TERR Tool
o nac o Tehe
Plural

(she}

aHA

e v e

il K meil

e, 1n ned

oit; © weil

o mei

Plural

fthey)

CHH

WXS & HHX

M K HHM

S HE HEX

1M © Hs

0 RX

Mate: When third person pronouns are the object of
a preposition, s 15 added o the beginning of the
form: Ox i e kanry, He gives e o book, v, ¥
wed gunea, She has a book,

Possessive Pronouns

“ Possessive pronouns agree in gender, number and
case with the nouns they qualify,
My, mine

masc.; neal.  fem. plural

Mo soéE hacH MO

MOETD MOei MO

MOTMY Mo MM

TeHeh
TEHAM

Temn = N.)
TEHRMI
Tenax

R rCOZIRCPURZ
=

HoReRl
FICHERN
Hoen (= M.)
FCPRINGL
TS

Odds & Ends:

* A number of nouns do not it o the above

declengions,

« Acsmall proup of newter nonns snding i - melude:
EpeNis, it s, neme. Their declensional patiemn is:

=M.G. MOD
MOHM Mo

0 MOEM 0 MOei
yours (sing.)

masec.; nept.  fem.
THOIL, TROS THOR
TBOCID TBOCH
TROCMY TROEH
e LT T
TEOHM TeocH
O TROEM o TROCH

2= r00Z

Prro0z

=M.IG
OHMH
O MOHX

plaral
TROH
THHX
TBOHM
=h.1d.
THOMMH
O TBOUX




Dur, ours
masc,; neut.  Tem. plural
. Mal; pame R AN
. MALECTD R TTIIC TR Vi)
. HAWCMY HAmECH  HALIHM
. =NIG, HAWY =MN.JG.
HAIEN Hamsei LI
O HAmeM O MAEH O Ml
Your, yours {pl.)
mase.; neut. fem. plural
BRI BELIAE Eaa ERTiRE]
TG mitiedi BALINE
Bamemy B REITTHA
=M. /G, BAITY =N.JGL
" BHIITHM BaLIei BAIAMH
; 0 BN O BEAIECH O DLy

The possessive prostouns eno, binie; ef, fers; and
n3, their, theivs do NOT change forms. They are the
same for all cases, both singular and plural.

Wl Lay

* The declensional patterns of wkaxoli and korTopuii

follow those of reguler adjectives (see Adjectives).
Weii, ete., has a full declensional pattem,
Croakko is declined like a plural adjective.

A TR
e HLErD
Hheh HBEMY
R hE
HBeh RHM

o unedi 0 HhEM

IRCrE0ZS

g
2

CROUTLEO
CROIBEHX
CEINIRENM
CROCTRENE
CROILERMN
- CROMLENX

mNE>DOZ

PREPOSITIONS

= A single preposition (having different meanings)
miy govern more than one case.

* Some important prepositions, the case(s) they
require, their more common meanings, and examples
of their usage are:

Genitive
ot from, away from (cf, & + dat.)
oToitT o Gepera, step away from the shore
w3, ant af; firom (cf. B + ace.)
i s e, go oul of the building
o, to, g fo, il
Ao T, wfil Fridoy
€, from, doven from (ef. na +ace.)
yhacTe & kpen, ol off the roof
paam, for the sake of
panm aereil, for the ehildren s sake
Gex, witfrant
Ges nomou, withou help

Ana, for
NOIApoK gas Gabvinkn, @ prasent for grandmag
¥, af, near: in the fowse of;

Reflexive Pronoun: ce6sa
*+ This reflexive pronoun, meaning omeself (all genders,
sing ‘pl.), has the following forms: genitive = cefu;

Definitive/Determinative
Pronouns

dative = cebe; accusative = cedm; instrumental =
colodl (codoi), prepositional = o cebe,

The Pronoun: cBO#
* This pronocun, meaning one’s or ones own, refers
back 1o the snbjeet of the sentence or clause,
Cnofi follows the declensional pattern of soii. mw
mime: and Tood, vour vours,
Mote the difference between using croii and the
regular possessive pronouns:
- Anéma yeugen ceoero Gpatn. Alyosha caught
sight of his (own) brother.
- Anéma vermen ero Gpara. Alyosha caught sight of
his (i.e,, sommeone elee ¥) brother.

Demonstrative Pronouns
= Demonsteative pronouns agree in gender,
number and case with the nouns they qualify,

The two most frequently used demonstrative
Pronoins are: YOO, ITH, Y00, ¥, s, these; and
TOT, TA, TO, Te, that, those.
Singular

masc.; neuter fem.

ITAT, 3T 1 3TA; TA

FIOro rodl; ol

FTOMY arodl; okl

=NG.; aTo YL TY

FTUM arofi; Tod

o ITOM ol wroil; o Todl
ural

TH; Te

ITHX; TEX

FTHM; TEM

= MG,

FTHMH; TCMH

o TN O Tex

Interrogative and Relative

Pronouns

* Interrogative pronouns are used to ask a8 guestion.

+ Relative pronouns are used fo connect clauscs within
i sentence, Their functions differ but their
grimmatical forms are the same.

These pronouns inclede: wro, whoe; wro, whar;
kakoil, what sort oft Kovoprii, which; weit, whose;
and croqapRe, fow much. bow many.
For example: Kro Gun ma seacpunge? Who was ar
the party? vs, H wmio, ko GWa 08 BedepHige,
{ knowe who was ar the party.
Singular Plural
» KIa 1o
N i) Hero
Hemy
410
weM
O NEM

ErrppDozI@TFOOZ

+ This group of pronouns includes: eam, cama, camo,
camm, myself, voursel ete, (declined like aror);
caMBlil, CAMAR. CAMDE, caMBIe, the sane, the very,
Hhe mosn; Beck, B, ReE, Bee, all,

Negative Pronouns

+ These pronouns are crented by adding the prefix mm- 1o
the interrogative pronouns; KTo, w10, kawod, and yeii.
+ Huero, no one, nobodv; miamo, nothing: nmeakoi,
no; and nwweil. mo onek, mobodvy are jnvarably
finllowed by the neative particls me.
Some cxamples are: Hukro sue we mimer. No one
writes fo me. On minesm ve naTepecyerca, He is nof
fnterested in gnyifing.
When negative pronouns are the object of a
preposition; the prefix um- is separated from the
pronoun and the preposition inserted between them:
Mo nerrmas on BM ¢ Kes we rosopaT. O Fridavs
he does not speak with anyane,
English does not tolerate double negatives; in
Russian they are obligatory,

Indefinite Pronouns

*+ Russian indefinite pronouns reflect varying degrees
of indefiniteness.

* HEKTO, o cerfain person, someone; and wearo,
something, are only used in the nominative and
nominative'accusative,

Hexmil, o ceviain; and HexoTopmi, sone. may be
used with any of the cases.
Two degrees of indefiniteness may be expressed with
the particles 1o amnd -nubyne/-mnbo, when used with
the inlerrogative pronouns KTo, 9o, kakoil, and weil.
= The nominative singular masculine forms are:

* KTO-TO, KTo-8i0yiL, kTo-anbo, samebody

= qTo=To, Fro-anbyan, aro-awlo, something

* KaKoil=To, Knkoi-nnbyns, Kakoi-anbe, some

+ weii-ro, veit-uniyan, veii-anbo, samefody s
While -vo and -nwbyan / -nmbo may all be rendered
as some in English, there is a subtle but critical
difference conveyved in the Russion: -1o refers to
someone or somothing that exists but which
remains  unspecified, -walya, [ -anGo refer to
people or things whose existence is uncertain: Kro-
nufivas aegonnn smue svepa? Oid  somebody
fanvhodv?) call me vesterday? Ha, wro-1o 180HmmI,
Yex, someone (at, for the monment, an wnspecified
someone) called,
The particle -umulyaes may be found in both the
colloquial and literary languages vz, -nnbo, which is
primarify found in the literry lainguage.

oun #nEr y Gpara, she fives af er brother s;
¥ MCHH WHITA, 1 freve ar beraike

Dative
K, fowards, up fo (cf, o1 + gen.)
nomediTi K crene, walk up fo the wall
o, along, n aecordance with;
MATI i TROnRE, fo wilk along the pabk
rectrrence (with “time™ words)
no, wernepras, on Mhrsdavs

Accusative

&, o {w/ verbs of motion) (off wa + gen.)
TWETIC B My3ei, (o go fo e migewn
na, o (W motion verbs)
FUTTH M VO, g fo fhe Seqtnare
{events, open places) (cf ¢+ gen.)
HITH M8 RESEHMURY, g0 o o party
a, for (in return for; on behalf of)
GRArOIEpITE 38 oMo, fo thank far helg
SMCPed, deross
NERETI Tepes YTy, go aeroxs the street

Instrumental

¢, with

€ macnamneHues, with defigfic
Hag, ahave

HE Moci rononoi, ahove my head
mesay, behween

CTPOrD MEsKIY i, stricily bepwesn uy
3a, Dehimd, bevamid

a0 cronom, behind the table
nepe, in frond of

nepe aoMos, in front of te house
wog, imder; bewearh

T KpaRET, sder e bl

Prepositional
B, f, ar
B noanane, in the hasement
W, o, o
o sanoae, af the plant
ofofifoba, oot
o gerax, about the ehildren; ol wros, about this;
ofi0 nikbe, about me
mpn, i the prexemnce of
npu aupestope, in the director s presence
upn, diring the fime of
npn uapsx, during the finve of the toars

ARTICLES

* Russian Joes not have aricles: See Word Order,
Page 2.
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ADJECTIVES
positive  degree comparative degree

ADJECTIVES

Bed tear mulienies 4 stieessy] vowel

+ Temporal Adverbs, time of day, ete., are derived

The Russian adjective agrees with ils noun,
pronoun or mumber i gender, nuniber and case.
The majority of sdjectives belong 0 a single
declensional pattemn with two basic varintions:

- The "hard” (i.e., adjectives whose stém ends in
n hiird consonant),

= The “sofl” (Le.: adjectives whose stem ends in
a soft or palutilized consonant)

- Two adjectives, momeil, new and enmsii, dark
hiue are, respectively, examples of “hord" and
“soft” adjectives;

Singular

HoBGIT  liOBRE

HOBOTO  tiDBOI

HOBOMY  HOBO

=MJG. HoEio

HoBLM o]

0 VN

Plural

HOHEE

HOBELL

HEHHBIM

=N,/

HEHRb 1

[HTETTTRL Y

Adjectives such as erparmid, soricd;  encsmii,
fresh; ropusail, hitter, voparawil, hot xopommi,
goond; ot commonigeneral olso belong o the
“hard" adjictives (cf. Orthographic Rules), Stress
for this adjectival pattern i always on the stem,

A viriant of the “hird stem™ ndjectives are those
in which the strezs falls on (e adjectival ending,
e.g., siressed -gil, as in cenoM, gray.

Singular

M. chmmi CHHAH  CHHCD

G, cumergp ouMcli  cHmpom

D, comeMy  CuMEl cnBpEMy

A =NIG,  oHEKNO cHEEE

L cwnmw  cumeil oo

P cnnesm cHel  cnmeM

Plural

N, cunne

G. cimmx
. comim
AL =MIG,

mE>U0Z

Seivss for this adiectival
patern & on the stent.

mrroaz

Stresx for thix adiectivisd
parters iy always o Hhe stem.
. IS

L G

Short Form of the Adjective
* Qualitative or descriptive adjectives have two

different forms in Russan;

- Long form adjectives agree in gender, number
and caze with their nouns,

- Shert form adjectives, which agree only in
pender and number, are restricted o the
predicate in the nominative singular or plaral.

Sonmwe examples:

= murepecnnil leresting
* 10 HNTEPECHAR CTATRA.

This ts an interesting artiele. (predicate)
« fl sran MHTePeCHYHY CTATRID.

1 veind an intevesiing article, (divect object)
* "I CTATRN MWTEPECHaL,

This article is inferesiing. (predicate)

In general, the shor form denotes @ relative

quality (time, place, ete)) vs. the long form which

expresses a more general or abdolute qualiny:

DoT kogTRRM. ey Beank. This sl i fae big for

coabpiit  weak cnabee (coabeii)  weaker
HOBKI  Rew Homee {iougit) newer
crapaiil | ofd crapge (etapgit)  older
vemmit dork TemAe (resmmeii)  darker
cimiisl afrong  coumemge (Clummegit) sfronger
The stress in the simple comparative form af
adjectives containing three or more syllables
normally stays on the stem: nnTepicies
(umTepeeneil), more interesting, caacTalBeE
(euncragmeit), fappicr.

Adjectives: whoss stans end in U T, K oo, T, X
underpo & consonant mutation, then add the
comparative sulfix -e. [ and r become #; k becomes
;¢ hecomes 1 T hecomes u; ¥ becomes .

positive  degree  comparative degree
Monouoll  ponng Moo Vounger
TeEpAEIT A TREpE: hurder
noporoil  dear Jopie dearer
marknlic  Foff MATYE safter
grerefl  olean e elvirer
Goraasiit  rich Borane richer
[y Tl deaf yme eafer

- The compamtive forms of three frequently
used  adjectives  sademseudl,  smalll
xopounii, good; and naexedi, bed; deviate
from the standard pattemn:

positive  degree  comparative  degree

LR EEE ) MEHLINE snnaiter

xopommiil good e better

ool Hatel R WiHEE

= The compound comparative form is: Gonce,
more (or Menee, Jess) + the positive form of
the adjective, g, fuiee uuTepecuniil, mare
inferesting. The compamtive form of virually
any adjective may he consimicted this way.

« There are two ways of expréssing comparison:
using the conjunction =es, than, followed by
the nominative form of the noun ar pronoun
being compared; the genitive form of the noun
or pronoun being compired.

Aunn cusuariciee, wes Boaomn. A ix
micer than Valodvae,

Annn cusmaruniuee Booaoan, Anma s niger
than Falodi,

Superlative Degree of the

Adjective
» The superiative degree of the adjective has both

simple and compound forms.

« The simple form adds fhe suffix -cHumii’-
niimmii to the stem of the adjective:
wonclmnil  waraany, M penest  store;
nopciiman xunra, e newestTatest ook
rayBouniinime pekn, Hie degpet rivers,

The compound form of the superlative,
camulil, e most + the positive form of the
adjective, is the momne frequently. wied: M
CTORTH T CAMOM WRIK0M MEcTe B anipe. e
stood af the fowest poind on' éarilk,

Another way 1o express (he superlutive involves
the comparative degree of the adjective,
followeed by meex, than anyae Or Beera, Han
anpihing: Own moigm Ommi Gefasin, Ho
TMeTpos Gemwee neex. A s v cverome was
poar but Petrov wis the pooest of all (poorer
thart anyeie), Boasilie BOETO 8 XOSY #TE B
Faminpopeons. Mot of all fanee than amathinig)
A wignt fo five i Cafiforni,

from the instrumental singolar fomms af many
nouns: pedepom, nothe evening; anim, i e
affernoo; WML, i ght; YTpos, b e morming;
Jerona, i the snnmer: Tsoii, i the winger,
Other time-related sdverbs ure wacrn, offen,
peermn. alwaps: penme, seldom; gonro, o long
fitng; TENEph, mow, celiwnc, vight now,; pano.
early; moagmo, late; novom, then or fater;
WHOTAA, Somefimes, NAKoIa, never. ofiusmo,
wxwanllys ceroamm, fodiy: emepa, vesferday;
JANTPL. (Voo

Adverbs of
Location/Destination

Location Prestination (w/ motion)
e, ke Kyan where?

TYT, Aneet hene cHuIn here

Lo af home  oossi homefaomisvand
TR helaw LT Do, anamvan
LR T mowlhene  EHKYIa mowliere

ne=1m somilre KyEa-T sy
el sosriere | Ka-anie someidene
mmpepxy  odiove HaABCpx aaptierral

Location from (w/ mothon)
OTKYIEN S wliene?
TCHuLE frum here
CHATY fremm hurlons
ABOTRYAR e mowher
ITREY-TO e soumeahere
u!l{_\‘.lh—lﬂlﬁ"r_‘ll. _me sommewhere
CREPAY o gbove

Adverbs of Means or Manner

- Probably the largest groop of such adverbs
fepekes (ke (but s syntactically different fromb
the neuter, nominative singular form of the
short form of the adjective: sw#rwo, distneily;
xopoine, well; npasRasRo. correciis feno,
cleavly; npamo, divectly.,

= Tz adverhial form ofadjectives ending in -cxmit
15 created by dropping the adjectival ending:
neropuaeckn (cf noropeeckni), fistorically;
apvaeckn (el apyweckmii),  friendly)
rl'll!ulﬂlm'lﬂ:l{ll Hﬂf I'[h'la-l.hll].?ll'H:L}Klll_ll.
grammmatically.

= Russian employs an adverb in certain situations

where English employs an adjective.
- Two important examples ane:

* In so-called impersonal constructions

which express physical or emotional states,
.., Mue (dative + the mdverh) mapro. [ om
har, Mne ero saako. T feel sorvy for in,
Esty syrro. He i scared,
Descriptions of environmental, atmespheric
conditions: Ceroams Xowme, 4 w@erpt et
Tennee (comparative form of the adverb), [ 5
cold today bat it will be warnmer omavom;

Adverbs of Degree

* Some cxamples of adverbs of degree are: munoro,

a fot; saan, fitthe; ouens, very: coBces, quife;
cIUmmEOM, fop miich; pocvaroann, sufficicnthy
ocobenne, axpecially,

Tense
* Ruszion has three tenses; past, present and
future.

Adjectival (Substantivized)

Nouns
« Some adjectives function as nonns; while they

* Only imperfective verbis. (see Aspect) have
present tense forms.

* Perfective aspect verbs have only past and future

decline Tike sdjectives, they do not agree in Torms,

e, Ohnii (o svocvon. She i5 oo vowng for frim.

Comparative Degree of the
Adjective

* The comparative degrée of Russion adjectives
has two forms: simple and compound,

pender/number/case with amy OUNS OF pronoeuns in
the sentence and may be modified by adjectives.
- Examples include: evonoman, diming room;

Aspect

« Aspect (Bux), is the core concept underlying the

= The simple form has two basic variations: the
auffix =ee {=eil) and the suffix -e. A majority of
wdjectives add -ee (-eii) to the adjectivel stem:

foarnoil, Goasmas or Goneweie, an il
persaifspsiienisl, MopoKenne, ¢ credn;
AHROTHOE, (il

Pussian verbal system. Thers ane two aspects, the
fmperfective aspect (Hecopepuictisiil mua) and
the pevfective aspict (comepiuennbil Bar).




* The majority of Russian verbs oceur in pairs:
ane imperfective and one perfective form.
Some examples ure; uNFATRMPOUMTATE, o
repd;  cTPORTRMOCTPONTE, o build:
BHIETR VBWIETE, [0 see,

- The perfective aspect gverily sigmals the
speaker’s or writers view (hat the action is a
wholg/total gvent.

The imperfective aspect only convevs a
relntionship between the subject of the verb
and the verb itzelf.

- For exnmple: Bucpa g nanmean (perfective)
ks, Yesteroday £ wrote (and Sniched or not, 1
view the action as ended) a detier, vs. Buepo 2
nmean (imperfective) micnsso, Fesvernday [ we
a fetter. {1 may ar niay aof hive finishied 60,

Perfective verbs include thuse which address:

the beginning of an action: memesTaes, fo s

Jettgzhing: the end of an action: sowssTe, o

fiish, completed sction: npounTare, fo read

(and be fnished).

Imperfective aspect verbs include those which

express continued, ongoing or repeated actions or

states of being: cupets, o st YoauTe, o gor

T, fo b

The Infinitive

+ This is the “to” form of the verb: ccrn, fo ear
0WTE, [0 drink; YTOWYTE, o drown,; GoaTues, io
fe aifrietel; anmusaTheR, fo study. pocupy oneself;
BecTiL (o feimd; moak, fo bake. The infinitive
marker is either <Th 0f <TH or -6,

RUSSIAN'S TWO MAIN
CONJUGATIONS

Present Tense of Imperfective
Verbs/Future Tense of
Perfective Verbs

* There are two primary conjugations in Russian,

- First conjugation {s charcicnzed by "o in
the non-first person endings of the present (or
Sirture for perfective aspect verbs) tense,

- Second conjugation verbs are chamctenzed by
“n" in the non-first person endings of the present
(o finture for perfoctive aspect verbs) tense.

* While the present tonse endings are consisteny,
the verbal stem (the portion 1o which the ending
are added) muy undergo varying degrees of
change. For the first conjugation these include:

- A consonant appears dnd'or a vowel disappears:
WL, fo [fve becomes wone- + endings s, o
squieeze becomes wm- + ending,

- The consonant, along with the rood itsell may
change; Aeus, to fie dovm presenis the form
anr- - + ending.

- A vowel appears in the oot ssatw, fo colff
becomes ao8- + ending,

- The so-called -omare verbs, & coneToRaTY,
fa v present tense stem drops the -os and
inserts an ¥ + ending (coner-y-m),

Some examples of the present/future tense forms

of the first conjugation are:

2 ing. 30 5ing,

=Eb/~Elilb -CT/-ET

WITACHIL  SITReT

HUBEIG: WHBET

HECEillh HECET

MPOYTENLE  IpOSTET

Enagéiue  KRager

1* sing.
Infinitive  -y/-10
INTHT THTAKY
HHTh HHEY
HeCTH Hecy
DNFISCTE  (pOaTy
KICT KAy
ELLo B MAry TG JHCT
IRATE 308y AORCIIE HOBET
CORETORATE COBCTYI0  CORETVEILL COBETYET

Wuicksiudy

14 gl

~EMI-EN

SETAEM

WHBEM

HECEM

NPOMECTE TIPGTTEM

KMAcTE KragiM

e MEHCM ST NRCYT

IBTL ABEM IneéTe SOEyT

COBETORSTL COBETYCM CORETYETE  COBCTYIOT

Secomd conjugation verbs also present 8 number

of different variations in their present/future

tense forms. Some of them include:

- The addition of personal cndings to the
consonantal stem: [ORODWTH, {0 sk, sai
ABOUNTL, fo call, g,

The muatation of the infinitive stem in the first
person singular, retention of the  infinitive
stem in all other present/fulure forms:
maugnte (see below), (- — sk fo pay
TOpMOIHTE (56e below), (3= — =), o broke,
The ingertion of a letter to the stem in the first
persan singular, retention of the infinitive stem
in all other present/future forms: aobnTs (sec
below), (6« ~ Ga-), fo love] mocTymaT {30
below), (n-~ ma-), fo belrave,

A group of verbs ending in -ars preceded by,
o, L, OF ME VASEATE, o i Monuars, fo be
Sileny; cABIUATL, (o fwar, TPCLITS, fo crackle.
Al other -ame verbs are 1* conjugation,

Some examples of the present/future tense forms

of the first conjugation arc:

3nd g,
~¥ui-HT
YHTARIT
HHEYT
HECYT
NpOATYT
KRaiyT

20 ng,

S s
HTACTE
HHBETE
HECETE
ApOYTETe
KinETe

Infinitive
YHTATH
EHTh
HeCTH

I ging, 3™ sing,
-Hilk -0y
FOROPHING  TOBORHT

TOPMOAIITE TOPMOIAT
TN siofarT

RHIER BHANT
VCORILIINE,  VEALIT
MOTMETE MOy MOITMANL  MOJTTIT
1% pl. 20d p, 3rd 1,
Infinitive. -um =HTE -ar [ -5r
TOBOPHTE TOROPHM  FOBOPWITC  TOBOPAT
TOPAOIHTE TOPMOIHM  TOPMOSTHTE  TOPMOGAT
mobute  mobim miohaTe T
BILTETE miM BHIINTE BUAST
VOARIUATE: YOMny  YeTIRmmTe  yeusimar
MOSMATE  MOMYHM  MOTHETE  MOAEHT

1 sing.
Infinitive -v /-1
TOBOPITE  TOBODIG
TORMOTINTE TOMRIOHY
abnTe ol
BHACTL  BIGKY
FEARIATE YCARITY

Past Tense

Red text mdicates a giressed vowel

* The past tense is marked for gender and number

only. Three of the most common patiems of
lorming the past tense are:
= Werbs ending in 7% drop the ending and add; -a
for masculine smgular, -na for feminine singular,
=110 for neuter simgular; -am for plural, 2ll genders.
Verbs (including prefixed forms) ending in -
e and -rrm (present slems nob endmg in 6,
), ¢.g. wecrm, BesvH, fomn the past tense by,
masculine singular: drop the -m or -1,
stress on the root, e.g. wie, i (the same
rule holds for any prefived forms of these
verbs, c.g., NPHMECTH, OTBEITH)
feminine, neuter singular; plural; drop the -
TH or -TH, add -218 310 or ag
Verbs ending in -%e: drop the infinitive
marker; bare consonant ending (e.g. Jem,
past lense = af[: same consonanl as in 1
person singular for masculine; others, add -ng
A0 or L (perm, Jerae, Jeamh

Future Tense
* The fisture tense forms of perfiective verbs follow one

ar the other conjugational patteres outlined above,

* The future lense form of imperfective verbs s a

compound form, It is created by: the future form of
the verb e, fo be; plus the infinitive of the verb,

The forms of Gerre are marked for person and
number: Gy, £ will be; Gymeus, vow will be, etc.
Some examples are: JamTpa on fymer nmcaTh
micno. Tomeorrow he will write a letier, M
GYIeM HEMOANATE chost OGasansocTn. He will
Sulfill e abligotions.

Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive verbs ang those whose infindtive oods in -ca,
Most of these wverbs fall into one of three
categories: 1) the sction “reflects” back on the
subject, e.g., Opurecs, o shave oneself
OQERATLEA, fo dress oneselfs 2) the action is
mutual or reciprocal, e.g., BuaeTBCR, fo see one
anothér; HOINAKOMETLEN, Io make ane another &
acguaintmice; 3) a “passive-like” expression,
€., J0M eTposTen, e howse ix being i,

Verbs of Motion

Verbs of motion are on extremely important
category m Rusgian,
They describe various types of coming and
going: nunning, walking, swimming, carying, etc,
There are 12+ (non-prefixed) verbs in this caulegory.
Veerbs of motion come in threes: two imperiective
forms (desgrminate and indererminate) and one
perfective form,
The verbs of motion inelude:

Ind. Det.

Imperf. Imperf.

XIHTE BITH

to go,

to walk
to go

I vehicle
o run
to carry
to carry

by vefiicle BEITH
to fly JACTETE  NETETh
to swim NNEEATE  ILAKITE

The perfective form functions like other

perfective verbs,

The determinate imperfective describes a single

activity af a single time, along a single path.

The jndeterminate imperfective reflects the

opposite: repetitive or recutting acfivity that

may of may not oceur an a given path.

A set of examples is:

- Bamn wike nowEn B owxony. K alrecdy
went fo school. (Perfective)

- Baun magr B myoay, e i going o school,
{Determinate Imperfective)

- Bany xopur B iEsay (nats guedl B peiemo).
Vanya goes 1o school (five days a week).
(Indeterminate Imperfiective )

EXATR
Gemarh
HCCTH

Deratt
HOCHTL

Participles

Participles combine the feawres of verbs and
adjectives, neting as a verbal adjective.

There ire four participial forms in Russian: present
active, present passive; past aclive, pasi pasyive,
Participles ngree in gender, number and case with
the noun or progoun o which they refer.

* They are primarily used in Hterature and

seientific writing.

Present Active Participle
* In the first conjugation, construct this form by:

tuking the 3™ person plurnl form of the verb,
dropping the ending, adding cither -ym- or
==, plus the appropriate adjectival ending.
The stress in the 3 person plural form carries
aver to the participial forms.

* Some cxamples are;

Infinitive
PAGOTATE

NHEATE
IBITh

3rd plaral
pabaTi-ior
ng-yT
W0B=YT

fd Wik
fir Weile
far call




e Active Participle
pelerams  pabgrwonmt, -ag, -0 working
| ERCETE mypuyunil, -as, -oe writing
iz o pinik, -an, -0 celling
& S veminniion verbs construct the present active
pesicile i similar manner, using the suffives -am-
- -
afmehy
EmewpuTL R speck sav
- ombare o love
wrwrTh o Be quier
mrﬂ'ﬁph
TESSPETL  (OSOpEOkil, -, -oc
melmye  amfmenil, -aa, -0 loving
mmsrerTh. acosaEmmil, -as, -oc heing silent
ete Seflewive verbs add -ca after the adjectival

| el —pesardless of whether the preceding letter is
e o vorwrl

3™ piural
FOBOp-5T
mgG-AT

MOTEET

speaking

3 plural

b o na-xr

e gt E3-ET
m for xtnecfy JUH M B~ HOT-CR
M Pariiciple
=T aznmi, -a8, -ce pwing
TR cagmnil, -an, -oe ealing
mmwssTLCE s potitfics, -anck, ceca stwdving

ﬁmlﬂuﬂmﬂ ending.
= The sress m ibe 1™ person plural form carries over
. e i perocipial form:
p: = 1" plural
LT ot THACHITIE-12hE

SmessTs. oCMtE-ev-ul, -an, -0 being semt
SESSRETR MO ek, -0, -or being flfifled

= Sl compasion Verbs construct the present passive
pemcples slong the same fines. nsing the suffix -uv-.
- The e sermlly falls on the -am- suffix:
“‘ 1*" plural
TESpETE o speak SEV TOHOD-HM
_‘l-n ey I

T fonw BT
| Fres Passive Participle
TEmspETE  Tomep-pu-uil -2, -oc

ambere.  BOS-§-ai -an, oc bairrg foved
EEEETL. RpTE- -as, -0 being secin

S v sk 88 MOTTH, (0 CarT) BECTW, [0 Jead)
==t semara, & gove. differ in their formation of the
et pamsivee paticiple:
 InEmatri v 1* plural
=T o ey BeCEM
serTE o Lecaef Beaty
smasts  gre mEn
huw

TS wecpeui -, 00
- s=r-pni-aifi, -am, e

Past Active Participle
T wewimpation and second confugation verbs
-y Sos S by
= Taliee S mfmitive’past tense (fypically, but not
ahwaey S sxme g the infinitive) stem and adding -
= e wiom ends in 3 vowel, -w- if the stem

haing spodken

Past Tense
VCITRIIA-1

IpotaIrTE-a

wic

il freand
Wil road
whao carried

GuiekStudy

Past Passive Participle

= First and secomd configafion tmansitive verbs
construct this form by:

- Taking the mfinitive/past tense (typically, but not
always the same a5 the infinitive) stem and adding -
un- (sometimes =1) if tho stem ends in o vowel,
=emi= | ~Cuni- if the stem ends m a consonant,

= There are also o number of consonant changes in
this form, ¢.g., T = = o7 — G 3 —%:

Infinitive Past Tense

BLECTIVINATE fo fisien fo BRICAYILA-F

DPOURTATE fo red TpAHIT -1

NPUHECTE o carry NP

Past Active Participle

BLICTYINATE BLICAVILA- HE-BIl, -i5, -0

which wes litened to

NPOMHTITS PO ==, <, -oe
which was read
MPAREC-EHE-1al, =i, -0
wihich wax coavried
Fast Passive Participles are frequently utilized in
their short form (see Short Form Adjectives):
mgpeiTLEe  ORcpi,  olosed doors;  ws Amepn
JAKPLITEL, e doovy ane cloved.

NPHHECTH

Verbal Adverbs (AeenpuyacTus)

+ Verbal adverbs arg verbis functioning as advierhs.

+ Just hke ndverbs, they amswer questions such as
when? where? how?, ete. (ef. Adverhs),
Linlike adverbs, however, they may have objects.

Verbal Adverbs from Imperfective Verbs

The action expressed by this verbnl adverb oceurs at the
same time s thd of the main verb in the sentence. (Crm
B KpeCe, oo saran, Sining fn the armefiain, e read.)
The verbal adverb is constructed in the following
manner: 3% person ploml form of the verb, drop the
ending, adding either -a- or -s1-. The stress m the 3
person plural form. camies over fo the verbal adverh
form, Verbal adverbs of reflexive verbs end in -k

Infinitive 3 p,
HHTTE dor peend SOTR-T
TOBOPUTE o Spedk, Kav  TOROD-T
AL 1o fisten CIEARF-ST
HHRMATRCH [0 sfudy FIM - KIT-CHl

Verbal Adverb: Imperf.
YHTETh L ]

TOROPUTE  TOROpP-2 spealking
A naTL [k {11 E S Mxvening
TMNEMITREH  HEIMERclh  shdying

Verbal Adverbs from Perfective Verbs

The action expressed by this verbal adverb precedes
that of the main verb in the sentence. (Vanies Tarpa,
o sarpuan; On seeing the teer e soreamed))

Ivis construeted along the same lines as the past actfve
portfciple, insteud adding -n{mmm) after vowels and -
i after consonants.

Verbal adverbs of reflexive verbs end in-cu,

Infinitive Past Tense
YEALILETE yenpia-a
APOSITETh foread  NPOSINT-N
NpHHECTH I carry  NPHHEC
NOIHAKEMWTRCH ke e aoquaintance
NOIHEEOME-T-CH

reading

o hear

Verbal Adverb: Perfl
VEALIATE yenpinza-g fafter) hearing
NPINTITE npot A 8 fuffer) reading
NPHHECTH HEC-11H fafter) carrving
AEIHAKMITHCH IOTHAR DM -Ch

fafter] making the aeguatiiance

Imperative Mood

* The imperative of & verb expresses a command; go,
eat, jump, sif,

* Russian imperatives: arg either 2¥ person singular:
Gepm, tke: wam, go; exmorpw, feok; or plural: Gepure,
fake; wowre, g, eMmoTpuTe, fook,

* The pluralis also used when addressing the polite B, vou,

+ The stress in the imperative form is based on where
the stress falls on the 1% person singular for the
present or future (for perfective verbs) form:
= If the 1* person singular stem (form to which

personal endings are. added) ends in @
consonant and if the stress is on the ending,

the imperative will be: - singilar, -gre
plural! rosopurn roBopio = roBMpo (%)
ronopyTe (pl); CMOTRETL cMOTRI = cyMoTpy (5.)
eamorpuTe (pl.)

I the 1% person stem emds in a vowel, the
imperative will be. -6, -fire: anTaTL UnTiH =
HHTER (5} anmaiime (pl)) oTEpLBaTL, fo aper
OTEPBIBII = OTHPBIRGE (5.) oTkpaBaiime (pl)

If the |I* person singular stem ends in o consonant
and if the stress is on the stem, the imperutive will
be: b, -wre, An cxample: eraTh, o gel i, RETIHY
= BCTHNB (5.) BeTankTe (pl.)

Reflexive verbs obey the same rules as above,
adding -¢n when preceded by a consonnni mnd -ch
when preceded by n vowel! g yIaTRCH, fo sty
yuyen = yaucs (s.) yuuregs (pl)

Conditional / Subjunctive Mood

In Russian, the canditional and subjunotive have the
same form.

This mood may be used 1o express thal a given action
miy take place under o given 4ol of circumstances,
Such expressions wiilize G, wonld; and ecam G, i
The verb is always in the past tense form, regardless of
the actunl time referred to: Mia G nocxann 8 ropen,
ecan G Guno mpesa. e would have gone falvo!
would gol to town if there were {alvo: would be) time.
A second, important use: in subordinate clases after
verbs of wishing on desiring. Such subordinate
clauses begin with the word arofu.

The verh in the clause 15 always in the past
tense, regardless of actual time indicated. Mawa
AOFET, MTOOKL ChIH NPHXGMHA & HER KuRiani Tems,
Maother wants her xon fo wixit hee every day,
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